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City Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, February 26, 2024 - 6:00 p.m. 

Franklin Lodge of Elks 
 
 
 

Council in attendance: Mayor Desiree McLaughlin, Councilor Susan Hallett-Cook (by phone), 

Councilor Leigh Webb, Councilor George Dzujna, Councilor Ted Starkweather, Councilor Ed Prive, 

Councilor Valerie Blake, Councilor Vince Ribas, Councilor Olivia Zink (by phone) and Councilor 

Timothy Johnston  

 
Absent: None 

 
Others in attendance: City Manager Judie Milner, City Department Heads, and members of the 
public. 
 
Mayor McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and the Salute to the Flag was led 
by Councilor Webb. 
 
City Manager Milner stated that Councilor Zink and Councilor Hallett-Cook were both home sick 
so they called in.  All votes are to be a roll call for this meeting. 
 
The mayor stated that they first needed to enter into a nonpublic session. 
 
Motion – Councilor Ribas moved that there is a need for a non-public session per RSA 91-A:3, II 
(c) Matters which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any  
person, other than a member of this board, unless such person requests an open meeting.  This  
exemption shall extend to include any application for assistance or tax abatement or waiver of  
a fee, fine or other levy, if based on inability to pay or poverty of the applicant.  Motion  
seconded by Councilor Dzujna.   
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Hallett-Cook    yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Prive                    yes 

Councilor Johnston   yes        Councilor Ribas                  yes        Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
Entered into nonpublic at 6:04 p.m. 
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Motion – Councilor Ribas moved to leave nonpublic session and return to public session. 

Seconded by Councilor Webb.  

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Hallett-Cook    yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Prive                    yes 

Councilor Johnston   yes        Councilor Ribas                  yes        Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
Public Session reconvened at 7:00 p.m. 

Motion — Councilor Dzujna moved to seal the minutes. Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Hallett-Cook    yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Prive                    yes 

Councilor Johnston   yes        Councilor Ribas                  yes        Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Resolution 13-24 authorizing the City Manager to file an application not to exceed $625,000 
with Community Development Finance Authority Tax Credit Program for the purposes of 
partially funding white water feature #2 and to sign all the necessary paperwork thereof. 
 
Councilor Johnston called for a point of order and stated that he thinks that Councilor Blake 
should recuse herself from voting on Resolution 13-24 due to her being a board member on the 
Mill City Park board.  He mentioned that he did not believe she has resigned and considers this to 
be against the code of conduct. 
 
Councilor Blake stated that she refuses to recuse herself, as she resigned from the Mill City Park 
board in August of 2023.  She added that she was very disturbed by the fact that he was attacking 
her about this and doesn’t understand why he doesn’t believe that she is no longer on the board, 
as it was made public.  She also mentioned that there are other councilors that have sat on other 
boards and also voted in similar situations. 
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Motion – Councilor Johnston moved that the Franklin City Council vote on whether they 

believe Councilor Blake has broken the code of conduct of the city charter in her oath of office. 

Seconded by Councilor Prive.  

The mayor asked if there was any discussion. 

Jeremy Laucks, President of Mill City Park, was asked to state the status of Councilor Blake’s 

membership.  He stated that she had resigned from the board on August 22, 2023 and had been 

on the MCP board for 3 years.  He sent her letter of resignation to the council in December of 

2023. 

The majority of the council discussed that this did not seem necessary.  Being on the board at 

any time does not mean that she would get any financial benefit by voting in favor of MCP, 

which is what the charter refers to being a code of conduct issue. 

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake       abstained    Councilor Hallett-Cook    no     Councilor Starkweather   no 

Councilor Webb            no            Councilor Dzujna              no     Councilor Prive                  yes 

Councilor Johnston      yes           Councilor Ribas                 no     Councilor Zink               abstained 

5 opposed; 2 abstentions; 2 in favor.  Motion FAILED 
 
 
Public comments opened at 7:19 p.m. 
 
Many residents approached the council with letters that they read to the council and the council 
also read all letters/emails that were received by them to be read into the record.  These letters 
can all be found at the end of the minutes. 
 
Public comments closed at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item I. 
Council to consider Resolution 13-24 authorizing the City Manager to file an application not to 
exceed $625,000 with Community Development Finance Authority Tax Credit Program for the 
purposes of partially funding white water feature #2 and to sign all the necessary paperwork 
thereof. 
 
Motion – Councilor Dzujna moved that the Franklin City Council adopt Resolution 13-24 
authorizing the City Manager to file an application not to exceed $625,000 with Community 
Development Finance Authority Tax Credit Program for the purposes of partially funding white 
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water feature #2 and to sign all the necessary paperwork thereof.  Seconded by Councilor 
Blake. 
 
Mayor McLaughlin asked if there was any discussion. 
 
The council had a lengthy discussion on this matter and took into account the majority of letters 
received were in support of resolution 13-24.  
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Hallett-Cook    yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Prive                    no 

Councilor Johnston    no        Councilor Ribas                  yes        Councilor Zink                      yes 

7 in favor; 2 opposed.  Motion PASSED 
 

RESOLUTION #13-24 
 

A Resolution Relating to an application to Community Development Finance Authority’s Tax 
Credit Program. 
 
In the year of our Lord, Two Thousand Twenty-Four, 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin authorized the city manager, at its regularly 
scheduled city council meeting on December 4, 2023, to apply for a grant in the amount of 
$500,000 through Land & Water Conservation Fund for the purposed of partially funding feature 
#2 of the white-water park, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin recognizes the Land & Water Conservation Fund 
Grant requires matching funds in the amount of $500,000, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Franklin recognizes that the Tax Credit Program 
administered by the Community Development Finance Authority is an effective tool that helped 
fund the construction of the white-water park feature #3, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to utilize the Tax Credit Program administered by the Community 
Development Finance Authority again to match Land & Water Funding and partially fund the 
construction of white-water park feature #2 upstream of the newly constructed feature #3, Now; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that at their regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council on 
Monday, February 26, 2024, the City Council of Franklin New Hampshire does hereby adopt 
resolution 13-24, authorizing the City Manager to apply for up to $625,000 in Tax Credits under 
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the Tax Credit Program administered by the Community Development Finance Authority and sign 
and take action on all relevant documents pertaining to the application for tax credits. 
 
Agenda Item II. 
Council to consider proposed easement and maintenance agreement regarding Holy Cross Road. 
 
Motion – Councilor Webb moved that the Franklin City Council permit, upon final review by the 
City Attorney, the granting of easements to Easterseals NH, acceptance of easements from 
Easterseals NH, and acceptance of a road maintenance agreement from Easterseals NH.  
Seconded by Councilor Ribas. 
 
Mayor McLaughlin asked if there was any discussion. 
 

The council discussed the fact that the c i t y  has been working with Easterseals NH to  create a 

"Veterans Center” at Holy Cross Rd.   Since the city road (Holy Cross Rd) runs between the 

Easterseals lots, and Easterseals proposes to connect the lots via shared utilities, and other 

improvements, said utilities and improvements will run under/over/in the city's road.  In 

exchange for allowing the use of the area under the public road, Easterseals has agreed to 

grant an easement t o  allow the public road to extend onto their  private property so that a 

cul-de-sac turnaround can be built.  Easterseals NH is also proposing to take over 

maintenance of Holy Cross Rd via a maintenance agreement. 

By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Hallett-Cook    yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Prive                    yes 

Councilor Johnston   yes        Councilor Ribas                  yes        Councilor Zink                      yes 

All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Ribas and seconded by Councilor Blake.  
 
By a roll call vote. 
 
Roll Call: 

Councilor Blake          yes        Councilor Hallett-Cook    yes        Councilor Starkweather     yes 

Councilor Webb         yes        Councilor Dzujna               yes        Councilor Prive                    yes 

Councilor Johnston   yes        Councilor Ribas                  yes        Councilor Zink                      yes 
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All in favor.  Motion PASSED  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Lisa A. Jones 
Executive Secretary 
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